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Briefing re Stratford District Council

New Affordable Housing Standing Advice Note

SDC's Cabinet has approved a new Affordable Housing Standing
Advice Note (SAN), marking a step forward in supporting the
delivery of affordable housing across the District.

The SAN is designed to serve as a comprehensive information
source for stakeholders involved in affordable housing provision.
While not a policy document, the SAN brings together existing
national and local policy and practice, offering guidance on a wide
range of topics related to affordable housing.

The SAN aims to:

« Provide practical advice to applicants and developers on
affordable housing requirements and best practices.

e« Help local communities and residents understand the role of
affordable housing in development schemes.

o Signpost additional resources and information to support
informed decision-making.

This is the first time SDC has published a document of this kind
reflecting SDC’s commitment to collaboration and the delivery of
high-quality affordable housing that meets the needs across the
District. The SAN covers key areas including tenure preferences,
delivery mechanisms, and future management of affordable
housing. It also addresses specialised housing schemes overseen by
WCC.

Recognising the evolving strategic landscape, the SAN is intended to
be a 'living document' - one that can be updated regularly to reflect
changes in policy and operational priorities. The District Council's
current Housing Strategy runs until 2026. Whilst a new strategy has
yet to be developed, the SAN provides a practical signal of SDC's
commitment to affordable housing delivery.



Stratford Recreation Ground — Major Improvements

SDC’s Cabinet has approved a significant investment of £250,000 to
enhance the Recreation Ground Play Area in Stratford-upon-Avon.
£150,000 has been allocated for the refurbishment of the existing
paddling pool, including additional water features around the
poolside, whilst a further £100,000 has been allocated to replace
the existing play equipment and enhance the popular sandpit.

The funding was initially earmarked for the installation of a splash
pad, in line with Year 2 of the Council Plan, which included exploring
options for such a facility. However, following technical surveys,
officers concluded that the close proximity of mature trees and the
well-used sandpit made a full splash pad installation unfeasible.

The Community Climate and Nature Fund

SDC’s Liberal Democrat administration introduced the Community
Climate and Nature Fund (CCNF) in November 2023. The Fund has
since enabled the funding of a multitude of climate and biodiversity
initiatives across the District.

Round Three of the CCNF opened in May 2025. £150,000 has been
made available to applicants. The first of four assessment periods
ended on 30 July 2025. The following eight applications were
approved.

e £750 to Alcester Town Council to deliver low-cost, nature-based
interventions to support habitat recovery along the River Arrow.

e £3,900 to Ilmington Parish Council to deliver a pond restoration
project.

e £8,000 to Compton Verney House Charity to install a large air
source heat pump at Compton Verney's Learning Centre.

e« £2,400 to Pillerton Priors Village Hall to install a battery storage
system to complement their existing solar panels.

e £1,234 to Bearley Parish Council to finish the upgrade of their
village street lighting to LED.

e £4,715 to Tysoe Village Hall to install a battery storage system
to complement their existing solar panels.

e £10,000 to Alcester Town Council to fund a number of
biodiversity related initiatives, including the rewilding of
community green spaces, the enhancement of hedgehog
habitats, and community engagement events.



e £7,600 to Bidford Parish Council to enable the continued
provision of the Bidford Community Fridge and Café.

Round Three will be open until April 2026. Applications will be
assessed on a quarterly basis.

Those interested in applying for the CCNF, should
contact climate.emergency@stratford-dc.gov.uk Applications will
next be considered on 22 October 2025.

Tree Maintenance

Following SDC's independent tree inspections, from September
2025 until the end of March 2026, some essential tree maintenance
works will be carried out on a number of trees within its public open
spaces. The works will be undertaken on behalf of SDC by WCC
Forestry staff. SDC can reassure residents that these works are
being carried out only on trees that are diseased or structurally
weak. This proactive approach is part of SDC's legal duty to ensure
that trees on its land do not pose a risk to the public.

Any tree that has to be removed will be replaced in due course, as
part of the SDC's commitment to maintaining and enhancing the
District's green spaces.

Bordon Hill Planning Appeal Decision

SDC has expressed its disappointment following the outcome of a
recent planning appeal which has granted outline permission for up
to 130 homes on land adjacent to Chutneys, Bordon Hill, Stratford-
upon-Avon. The appeal, brought by Gladman Developments Ltd,
was allowed by the Planning Inspectorate despite the Council's
strong opposition on grounds of landscape impact, heritage
concerns, and conflict with local planning policies.

The decision was issued on 3 September 2025. It reflects the
growing pressure on local authorities to approve housing
developments owing to the Government’s policy target of building
1.5m houses by 2029. In particular, the revised National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced in December 2024 has
significantly altered how housing land supply is calculated with
SDC's number increasing by some 52%. This has the effect of
undermining SDC’s local planning policies because the Inspector
held that SDC could no longer demonstrate its ability to provide a
five-year housing land supply.
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The District Council is now investigating urgent steps to address the
deficit and regain control over local planning decisions. As well as
continuing to progress the South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP) to
ensure the Council has an up-to-date Local Plan, such steps could
include:

« Exploring the use of empty homes across the District to
contribute to housing supply.

« Evaluating policy changes to require developers to begin
construction within 12-18 months of receiving planning
permission, to discourage land banking and ensure timely
delivery.

Background Information

The planning application by Gladman Developments Ltd
(23/00969/0UT ) was for up to 130 dwellings (including
affordable housing), public open space, landscaping, sustainable
drainage system (SuDS), and vehicular access at Orchard
adjacent to Chutneys, Bordon, Hill Stratford-upon-Avon. It was
originally rejected by SDC in September 2024 on the grounds
that:

e the development lies outside the Built-Up Area Boundary
(BUAB)

e that it would have a detrimental impact on the character and
appearance at this location;

e produce significant visual harm to Anne Hathaway's Cottage;

e increase traffic flow

e increase the possibility of flooding.

Biffa Trials Internet-Connected Bins

Biffa is trialling internet-connected bins to help revolutionise the
understanding of household food waste collections and the
opportunities for service optimisation across the UK.

The pioneering system is undergoing testing on Biffa's household
waste collection rounds in the District. It uses advanced industrial
sensors to collect real-time data on service participation and
location. Sensor equipped bins have been developed in partnership
with Contel. These bins deliver real-time participation data, enabling
service optimisation and targeted recycling campaigns


https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanningv2/AppDetail/Index/4d3c5666-0acd-c23a-ad19-08db41bab1a7?route=/Home

The sensors are attached to the wheelie-bins into which food waste
is emptied to record the neighbourhoods where caddies are put out
for collection. The data is transmitted to the Contel Connected cloud
platform before it is forwarded to a secure endpoint for analysis by
Biffa experts in planning and insight. With a 99.8% accuracy rate,
the system provides granular insights at street level - without
tracking individual addresses - ensuring privacy while delivering
actionable intelligence. Initial trial results have been promising.

Cllr Trevor Harvey
Tredington Ward
Stratford District Council
25 September 2025



