ETTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Park View, Honington, Shipston on Stour CV36 5AA
Tel: 07918 636841 Email: Clerk@ettingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2025

Present: Councillors D Clarke, J. Harvey, R. Whitfield, R Smith (Chair), D. Hughes

Attending: Clerk Jane Carter; WCC ClIr David Curtis

Public: 3

250910/1 | Apologies for absence : Accepted from K. Allen, G. Francis, SDC ClIr Trevor Harvey

250910/2 | Declaration of Pecuniary Interests: - none

250910/3 | Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on July 9th, 2025, were approved and
signed as a true record.

250910/4 | Vehicle Crime Prevention: Warwickshire Police representative: the
representative had cancelled at short notice. He would be invited to speak at the | Clerk
October meeting.

250910/5 | County and District Council report: Highways staffing: Graham Stanley is leaving;
replacement contact to be established. Clir Curtis to obtain a highways
responsibilities contacts list and engage with the new officer.

Speed management: a village-wide 20mph is not currently supported under
County policy; an advisory 20mph zone around the school is considered feasible.
Administration: ongoing liaison with officers on outstanding items incl. visibility of
signs/verge cutting.

SDC ClIr Harvey had circulated a report which was noted.

250910/6 | Public Forum: Speed and signage: request for vehicle-activated signs and/or
privately-sited indicators if official options fail. The Council will continue to pursue| Clerk
change via official channels first. Overgrown hedgerows encroaching footways:
several specific locations were cited.

250910/7 | To approve, under Section 249(5) of the Local Government Act 1972, the
conferring of the Honorary Freedom of the Parish on Mr. David Hughes in
recognition of their service: this was unanimously approved. The clerk would Clerk/Clir
arrange the scroll. The chair would coordinate a brief citation text with Clir Smith
Hughes.

250910/8 | Highways and Village Maintenance i)

To consider request to Warwickshire County Council to send reminder letters to
residents asking them to cut back overgrown hedges adjoining the
highway/pavement: the clerk reported she had received several complaints Clerk

about overgrown hedges which were the responsibility of residents or




landowners. It was resolved that the clerk refer cases to WCC for escalation under
its enforcement/ recharge process. Councillors were asked to highlight any
further cases they were aware of.

ii) Maintenance of defibrillators: Red Horse Vale First Responders: It was
resolved unanimously to appoint Red Horse Vale First Responders to manage
both public defibrillators and bring the Community Centre units under the same
arrangement at £100 per annum (parts as required), with the Parish Council
meeting the costs. Relocation of the school unit to the village shop was noted.

Clerk

250910/9

Governance:

To note and adopt Ettington Parish Council IT Policy (as circulated) as mandated
by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Council: this was approved and
adopted

250910/10

Planning

To note and approve Neighbourhood Development Plan clarification statement:
this was approved and would be sent to Stratford District Council planning
officers

To note appeal APP/J3720/W/25/3369800 made by Rainier Developments Ltd
and Mr Richard Hutsby, against the decision to refuse development of 8 homes
and phased development of 13 custom and self-build homes, Land South of
Banbury Road, Ettington: this was noted

Clerk

250910/11

Finance Report
i. To note and approve payments and receipts- APPROVED
ii.  To note and approve bank reconciliation: current account-APPROVED
iii. To note and approve bank reconciliation: reserves accounts- APPROVED
iv.  Tore-authorise all recurring direct debit payments for the next annual
period (as circulated): these were authorised
v.  To note clerk’s national pay award of 3.2% on all pay points effective April
1st 2025
vi.  To note external auditor report and certificate 2024/25: the audit had
been approved. The report was noted.
vii.  Resolved to approve the appointment of Per Pro Services as internal
auditor 2025-26:

250910/12

Ettington Community Centre: Recent village event was well received but the
snooker table cover was damaged and requires replacement (approx. £900),
affecting proceeds. Centre funds stand at approximately £20,000. Entrance carpet
replacement approved due to wear. Heating: reminder that the ground/air-source
system must be run continuously to maintain temperature; user education
continues. CCTV: upgrades and four additional cameras to increase coverage
(including over the outside toilet and MUGA approaches).

Clir
Whitfield

250910/13

Football Pitch, Playing Field and MUGA:

MUGA/Community centre lights bulbs replacement: it was agreed to pursue
guotes to replace existing fittings with LED and explore funding support

Outside toilet: cleaning and access control: Smart timed access system installed
and operating. A qualified electrician is required to certify/complete mains
aspects. Chair to be interim point of contact for faults. Weekly cleaning schedule

Clerk




under review (likely to increase in winter). Clerk to arrange electrician as soon as
possible. Chair to submit expenses (approx. £150) for parts purchased.

MUGA Booking System Update: Given operational difficulties with casual paid
bookings the working group would revisit to bring forward a set of proposals for a
sustainable, enforceable booking/charging model including lighting-only charges.
The clerk would circulate an update for input by councillors.

Memorial Bench: It was resolved to approve siting of the bench in memory of Rob
Lyall inside the gate to the small playground, mirroring the existing bench
opposite, set back to facilitate mowing. Clerk to liaise with the family on bench
order and plaque wording.

General maintenance (standing item): no matters raised

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

250910/14

Date of next meeting: Wednesday October 8th , Ettington Community Centre 7.30
p.m..

Approved By

Date




