Ettington Parish Council
10 September 2025
Briefing re Stratford District Council
The future of local councils across Warwickshire

Warwickshire residents, businesses, town and parish councils,
voluntary and community groups are all being invited to help shape
the future of local councils in the County in a public engagement
exercise that began on Thursday 7 August 2025.

Under Government proposals for local government reorganisation,
all six councils in Warwickshire will disappear by 1 April 2028. More
information can be found on the options for reorganisation and what
the changes mean for residents in an engagement booklet available
via the following link:.

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213917/name/J29580%20Warwi
ckshire%20North%20South%20Engagement%20Document%20We
b%20FINAL.pdf

All residents and bodies consulted are invited to share their views in
SDC’s questionnaire which is available from 7 August to 14
September 2025.

SDC’s councillors will use this information to help them to make
their final decision. This consultation exercise is being administered
by Opinion Research Services (ORS) online
at www.shapingourcouncils.co.uk Paper versions can be collected
from Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37
6HX.

In addition to the public questionnaire, ORS will be conducting focus
groups with a randomly selected sample of residents from each
council’'s area. ORS will also be holding focus groups with
businesses, voluntary/community groups and Town and Parish
Councils, to explain the proposals and gather feedback. Local
stakeholders will also be consulted.

No decisions have been made yet. This is residents’ opportunity to
contribute to shaping the future of local government in
Warwickshire. Whether residents support the current proposal or
have other ideas, their voice matters.


https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213917/name/J29580%20Warwickshire%20North%20South%20Engagement%20Document%20Web%20FINAL.pdf
https://shapingourcouncils.co.uk/

To complete the questionnaire online,
visit: https://shapingourcouncils.co.uk/get-involved/

Paper questionnaires or written responses can be sent to: ORS,
FREEPOST (SS1018), PO BOX 530, Swansea, SA1 1AF

Final plans must be submitted to the Government by 28 November
2025. Following this, the Government will consult on the proposed
plans before making a final decision in 2026. If approved, the new
unitary authorities are expected to be in place by 2028.

SDC - Health Screening

As previously reported, SDC has joined together with the Graham
Fulford Charitable Trust (GFCT) to offer a series of health screening
events for both men and women across the District. The events will
enable men and women to have a number of health tests from a
simple blood test, allowing them to, where necessary, seek further
advice or action via their GP.

The tests on offer are:

« For men over 40 - PSA (Prostate Screening)
« For men and women aged 18 and over - diabetes and cholesterol

The remaining events are taking place at:

« Saturday 13 September at Stratford Leisure Centre
« Saturday 11 October at Shipston Scout Hut, New Street,
Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4EW

The events will run from 10am until 2pm at each of the locations and
people are able to book at a discounted rate of £14 for each test.
Places are Ilimited and need to be booked in advanced
at: https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk/

New funding scheme to help residents stay warm and cut
energy costs

Despite this summer’s warmer weather, SDC is thinking ahead to
the cooler months. It is pleased to announce a new funding scheme
available to eligible residents to help keep homes warm and reduce
the cost of energy bills.


https://shapingourcouncils.co.uk/get-involved/
https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk/

The Warm Homes Local Grant (WHLG) is primarily funded by SDC
and complemented by funding from the Department of Energy
Security and Net Zero and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. The
scheme builds on the success of the Home Upgrade Grant 2 scheme
which saw 98 properties occupied by lower income households
upgraded. The aim of the WHLG fund is to improve the warmth and
comfort of more of the worst performing homes across the District,
whilst also reducing energy bills, carbon emissions and levels of fuel
poverty.

Residents could be eligible if they are a homeowner or a private
rented tenant, and if they:

« Have a home Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) of D, E, F or
G, and

« Have a combined annual household income under £36,000
(savings are not assessed) or receive means-tested benefits

Other eligibility criteria could be applicable. Residents should
contact Act on Energy for further information. If residents are
eligible for the WHLG scheme, an assessor will visit their home to
determine the best energy efficiency measures, which could be
various types of insulation or clean heating sources. Any approved
measures will be installed completely free of charge.

SDC is working with partners E.ON and Act on Energy to deliver
WHLG and eligible residents can apply for the funding via the E.ON
website:_Grant Finder | Check Your Eligibility for Home Efficiency
Grants Further information about home energy improvement
options or other funding schemes can be found via SDC’s
website: Energy &  Warmth |  Stratford-on-Avon  District
Council Residents can contact Act on Energy directly via phone
0800 988 2881 or via email: advice@actonenergy.org.uk.

Redevelopment plans underway at One Evesham Place,
Stratford upon Avon

Work has begun on the redevelopment of One Evesham Place in
Stratford, another step in SDC’'s commitment to revitalising local
assets and addressing housing needs. The redevelopment of One
Evesham Place will transform the currently vacant property,
formerly used as a bail hostel, into a supportive living environment.
It will offer a contribution towards much-needed accommodation as
part of SDC's housing pathway.
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This project is designed to serve individuals who seek long-term
housing and who do not require 24/7 support. The intention is to
provide a vital stepping stone towards independent living. Initial
works include the demolition of the existing interior with
comprehensive works to the building's exterior followed by a full
interior fit-out. SDC will ensure the design of the new development
is sensitive to the existing streetscape and that it complements the
character of the surrounding area.

5. SDC Task & Finish Group — Management Companies

SDC has set up a task & finish group of councillors to review recent
experience within the District of how companies established to
manage green spaces provided as part of a development have and
continue to meet their responsibilities.

Members of the Averis Way Residents Association (AWRA) in
Tredington have been put in touch with relevant SDC officers who
are keen to enable the T&F Group draw upon the AWRA members’
knowledge and first-hand experience. This will provide a direct
opportunity for residents to inform and influence the subsequent
findings of the T&F Group with its implications for future SDC policy
in this area.

Cllr Trevor Harvey
Tredington Ward
Stratford District Council
28 August 2025



