Ettington Parish Council
9 July 2025

Briefing re Stratford District Council

SDC - Health Screening

SDC has joined together with the Graham Fulford Charitable Trust
(GFCT) to offer a series of health screening events for both men and
women across the District. The events will enable men and women to
have a number of health tests from a simple blood test, allowing them
to, where necessary, seek further advice or action via their GP.

The tests on offer are:

« For men over 40 - PSA (Prostate Screening)
« For men and women aged 18 and over - diabetes and cholesterol

The remaining events are taking place at:

« Saturday 12 July at Southam Leisure Centre, Welsh Road West,
Southam, CV47 0JW

. Saturday 2 August at The Greig Leisure Centre, Kinwarton Road,
Alcester, B49 6AD

« Saturday 13 September at Stratford Leisure Centre

. Saturday 11 October at Shipston Scout Hut, New Street, Shipston-
on-Stour, CV36 4EW

The events will run from 10am until 2pm at each of the locations and
people are able to book at a discounted rate of £14 for each test..
Places are Ilimited and need to be booked in advanced
at: https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk/

Public Space Protection Order

SDC has granted a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) that seeks
to address anti-social behaviour linked to alcohol consumption in
Stratford-upon-Avon.

The PSPO proposal was granted by SDC’s Regulatory Committee on
Thursday 5 December, bringing the Order into effect. Over the last
three years, the SDC and the Police have received increasing reports
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from residents regarding criminal and anti-social behaviour linked to
alcohol use in Stratford-upon-Avon.

PSPOs are designed to tackle anti-social behaviour in public places.
The behaviour that SDC is looking to prohibit has been identified as
detrimental, persistent and unreasonable to the area. The PSPO
introduces the following prohibition:

'Anywhere within the boundaries of the restricted area,
Police Officers, Police Community Support Officers and
any other person duly authorised by the Council are
authorised to require a person to stop drinking alcohol and
surrender any alcohol container in their possession,
where anti-social behaviour is occurring, or in their
reasonable belief is likely to occur.'

A breach of the Order can be dealt with through a Fixed Penalty Notice
(FPN) of up to £100. A person who is guilty of an offence is liable on
conviction in the Magistrates' Court to a fine not exceeding level 2 on
the standard scale.

In a public consultation conducted on the proposed PSPO, 96.3% of
respondents supported the proposed condition around alcohol
consumption and acting in an anti-social manner within the defined
area.

Relaunch - Local Climate Engagement Programme

The South Warwickshire Local Climate Engagement Programme is
being relaunched. Its purpose is to support rural communities to tackle
climate change and to restore nature. The programme is jointly run by
SDC, Warwick DC and a variety of community-led initiatives already
taking place across South Warwickshire. These range from drainage
guardians to bicycle buses to solar panels to tree planting,

The programme is crucial in evaluating past projects and identifying
what can be done better in the future. A recent survey of local councils
and community groups revealed that most organisations wanted
funding advice for a broad range of climate-based projects’ schemes.

The findings from the survey are now guiding the South Warwickshire
Local Climate Engagement Steering Group. This brings together



district councillors, council officers, town & parish councils, local
climate action groups and WALC (Warwickshire and West Midlands
Association of Local Councils). Together, the group is mapping out
opportunities for greater engagement and support for rural community
projects across both districts.

The programme is interested in hearing about more place-based ideas
that fall into the following areas:

. Climate Change Mitigation (e.g.: solar panels, building insulation,
car-sharing, repair cafés, community kitchens)

. Climate Change Adaptation (e.g.: flood defences, rainwater
harvesting, shaded outdoor spaces, upgrading local facilities)

« Biodiversity Enhancement (e.g.: tree planting, habitat restoration,
bee hotels, community orchards)

Community groups and councils will convene on 17 October 2025 at
the Town Hall in Leamington Spa to share best practice, develop the
network and pool resources.

Community Climate & Nature Fund — Round Three

In January 2024 the first round of SDC’s Community Climate Change
Fund opened for applications to invest in work to tackle the climate
emergency. Ten projects were successful in the first round at a cost in
grants of £44,137. Most are now completed.

Following feedback from Round One, changes were made to the
eligibility criteria of the Fund. In January 2025, Round Two was
launched. In total 14 projects received funding at a cost in grants of
£55,863.

In April 2025, SDC's Cabinet approved a further £150,000 to be
allocated from SDC’s Climate Change Reserve to the Community
Climate & Nature Fund (CCNF), for the next round of funding. The fund
will provide opportunities for the following groups to apply for grant
funding:

« Town and parish councils
« Properly constituted community and charity groups



« Sports clubs

To apply, organisations must be operating within SDC’s area. The fund
is now open for applications for which there is no deadline. The fund
will remain open for applications until April 2026. Applications will be
assessed on a quarterly basis. As part of the grant application process,
the Climate Change Reserve Eligibility and Financial Approval
Procedure (CCREFAP) sets out the types of projects that are eligible
for funding.

These include:

« Physical interventions that generate renewable energy, reduce
waste or reduce greenhouse gas emissions from buildings,
transport, commercial and industrial processes

« Community initiatives/interventions that reduce greenhouse
gas emissions or promote greener lifestyles

« Delivering projects which enhance biodiversity in an area

« Funding towards measures which provide adaptation to Climate
Change

« Research, including feasibility studies

BBQs in Open Spaces

Residents in the District are being urged not to use disposable
barbeques on any green space within the District this summer due to
environmental and safety hazards. In previous years, warm weather
and longer days have led to some visitors and residents using
disposable BBQs on the Recreation Ground, Welcombe Hills, Clopton
Park and many other popular green spaces in the District, to cook food
with family and friends.

However, after BBQs have been used, they can take several hours to
cool fully. Users of BBQs do not always have time to wait, which means
that they are either left in-situ or placed in or next to a litter bin. Both
options pose a significant danger to the environment and third parties.

In 2023, the contents of a recycling collection vehicle in the District was
set on fire after a disposable BBQ was placed in a blue-lidded recycling
bin. SDC is regularly contacted by concerned members of the public
reporting damage caused by BBQs or makeshift campfires. Further
afield, disposable BBQs have started forest fires in Scotland,
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Staffordshire and Bristol, and caused serious injuries to children and
animals.

Disposable BBQs are not an environmentally friendly choice. Aside
from the fact that they cannot be recycled (they should be placed in
general waste bins only when cold), burning charcoal releases
pollutants including carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides,
particulate matter and trace metals.

Postal Votes — New Requirements

Following changes introduced by the Elections Act 2022, voters are
now required to reapply for their postal vote every three years.

All postal voters who completed a postal vote application form before
31 October 2023 will be required to renew their postal vote application
by 31 January 2026. Postal votes will be limited to a maximum of three
years, following which it will be necessary to make a new application.

SDC will be contacting around 17,000 registered postal voters directly
by email or by post informing them of the new rules. They will be
encouraged to reapply as soon as possible ahead of the deadline. The
quickest and easiest way to reapply for a postal vote application is to
apply online at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote

As part of the Government’s changes all postal vote applications must
contain the applicant's name, address, date of birth, national insurance
number and signature. Identity will be verified against records held by
the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). If this check fails, the
applicant will be required to provide further evidence of their identity.

If anyone is unable to complete the application online, paper copies of
the application form can be downloaded via Apply for a postal vote -
paper form - GOV.UK Anyone who does not respond to this round of
messaging will receive another invitation to do so, closer to the postal
vote expiry date of 31 January 2026. If they do not reapply by the expiry
date their postal vote will be cancelled.

SDC'’s Climate Action Rating

SDC has ranked second best for climate action in Warwickshire.
Climate Emergency UK has assessed all UK councils on the actions
they have taken towards net zero. The 2025 Action Scorecard
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assessment consists of 93 questions or less, depending on council
type, across 7 different sections, created in consultation with over 90
different organisations and individuals.

In 2025 SDC scored 42% overall. This was a 12% improvement from
the 2023 score and the Council rose by 12 ranking places in 2025,
compared to 2023. This was 7% above the national average in 2025.
SDC demonstrated improvements in the following areas compared
with 2023 figures:

Some highlights of progress achieved so far this year include:

April 2024: SDC allocated over £44,000 in grant funding to support
community based green initiatives across the District, with a further
£56,000 remaining in reserves to support similar initiatives in the
future.

June 2024: SDC committed £35,000 to support the Second Round
of the Free Trees for Farmers scheme.

February 2025: Adopted a Climate Change and Nature Recovery
Strategy

March 2025: SDC has completed the Second Round of the
Community Climate and Nature Fund. 13 projects were successful.
£56,000 was distributed in total.

March 2025: Installed solar panels on Shipston and Stratford
Leisure Centres.

May 2025: Relaunched the LCE programme. A showcase event is
planned for October 2025.

May 2025: Opened Round Three of the Community Climate and
Nature Fund, with £150,000 of funding being available for the 25/26
financial year.

June 2025: Secured £20,000 for the delivery of the "Wilder
Communities" project in collaboration with the Wildlife Trust.

June 2025: Secured a further £35,000 for the delivery of the Third
Round of the Free Trees for Farmers scheme.

Housing Land Supply

Attached as an Appendix is an Information Sheet issued recently by
SDC. The headline is that the latest calculation of the Housing Land



Supply in the District has changed significantly, from 24.65 years to
5.06 years.

There is a critical need for LPAs to be able to show that in their areas
there is a minimum housing land supply to meet the needs of their
area over a period of five years. Without such a supply, the LPASs'
local plan (i.e. SDC's Core Strategy) will be regarded as being 'out of
date' leaving the authority with much reduced capacity to resist
developers' planning applications. I gather that, based on the most
recent calculations, some half of all LPAs now are unable to
demonstrate they have a minimum five housing land supply or more.

The Information Sheet sets out the detail - the subject matter is not
without its intricacies! In essence, however, the reasons for this
transformation are:

« The Government's decision to revise the terms of the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Planning Practice
Guidance (PPG).

« The Government's decision to increase SDC's Local Housing need
from 553 dwellings pa to 1,125 dwellings pa.

« SDC's own reassessment downwards of the anticipated rate of
delivery on outline permissions on a number of sites within the
District.

Cllr Trevor Harvey
Tredington Ward
Stratford District Council
1 July 2025



